
 
SUMMER 2020 NEWS 

 
In no way did we expect to be using phrases like “social distancing and global 

pandemic”.  This does not happen to the United States of America.  This happens in third world 
countries with poor medical conditions.  The fact is that this virus does not care about geography 
or health care systems.  At the time of this letter, the global death statistics are over 700,000. 
The United States has 156,000 deaths and Arkansas with 475.  It is easy to look at these deaths 
as numbers and not people, especially since we have not seen deaths in our three counties.  We 
cannot forget that the numbers represent people and the people represent souls.  We easily get 
caught up in our own personal cocoon and only see as we choose.  This does not change the fact 
that many people around the world are dying and going to hell.  This should be our reminder that 
God is sovereign and His mercies endure forever.  Though we have had lockdowns, quarantines, 
beef shortages and abundance of take out, we must not forget the peace that passes all 
understanding.  That peace is not for us alone, but is available to all who call upon His name. 
Though our lives have been upended and our church schedules disrupted, the gospel message is 
the same.  The goal of all believers is the same.  We must not divert from the sharing of the 
gospel in these times of crisis. 

Just as you have made significant changes in your church schedule, your association has 
been forced into some changes, as well.  We have cancelled a number of events due to health 
concerns.  As of now, all scheduled events of the White River Baptist Association have been 
cancelled with some necessary exceptions.  We will continue to have some in office meetings. 
These meetings are for necessary purposes only.  We will have our Executive Board meeting on 
August 13 at 6:30 pm at New Hope Baptist Church in Yellville.  This location was changed due 
to social distancing provisions.  We will not be serving dinner and all restrictions will be 
honored, including the wearing of masks.  Also, at this time, we will be having our annual 
meeting October 5 at 6 pm at The River Bible Church in Mountain Home.  This meeting will be 
modified to consider any health concerns.  We normally begin our meeting at 4 pm with the first 
session ending at 6 pm.  Since we will not be having a meal that evening, we will change the 
time from 6 pm until 8:30ish.  We will have only one session to address the business of your 
association.  We will try to move through the meeting as quickly as possible.  Please make sure 
you messengers of the WRBA are present for this important meeting. 

 
Here are the current statistics of our church schedules at the time of this letter: 
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22 churches have resumed Sunday morning service and or modified the previous 
schedule. 
 
6 churches have either continued with no shut down in place or have resumed all 
scheduled events. 
 
1 church has not returned to their worship building. 
 
Most churches are financially secure during this uncertain time.  God is good and your 
people have been faithful during this stage of our lives. 
 
4  churches are without a pastor.  Be aware that it is difficult for a church to go through 
this time without their Shepherd.  Prayer is necessary. 
 
In regards to the Threshold Ministries, the Food Room continues to distribute food each 

Monday from 9am to Noon.  Unfortunately, the thrift store is closed until the volunteers and 
shoppers can enter safely.  Please keep in mind that the thrift store provides much of the funds 
needed to purchase food.  Since this income is not available, we must depend on our financial 
reserves and the gifts of each church.  Thank you for your continued prayer and support as we 
navigate the days ahead. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Stace E. Cupples 
Associational Missionary 
 
 
Schedule of Events 
 
August 13  6:30 pm  New Hope Baptist Church  Executive Board Meeting 
August 30  6 pm  Lone Rock Baptist Church Associational Prayer Gathering Cancelled 
September 3  6 pm Office  Missions Team Meeting 
September 14  6pm Mountain Home, FBC  I’M IN, R-U-N       Cancelled 
October 5  at 6:30 at The River Bible Church  Annual Meeting  Time Modified 
December 11, Executive Board Christmas Party  Cancelled 
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